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THE 


Hoard of Grade Journal. 


Vol. XL.] January 22, 1908. [No. 321. 


In a notice on p. 192 will be found a revised statement 
of the objects and work of the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade having regard to the 
recent transfer to the Board of Trade of the Imperial 
Institute. The main office of the Branch is at present 
at No. 50, Parliament Street, 8.W., with a temporary 
enquiry office at 49, Eastcheap, E.C., the City Branch of 
the Imperial Institute. 


With reference to the notice of the transfer of the 
management of the Imperial Institute to the Board of 
Trade, published on p. 10 of the “Board of Trade 
Journal” of 1st January, a further statement on p. 155 
of the present number of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
will be found with reference to the City Branch. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. vi. of the advertisements, 
and a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and 
the Treaty Series issued oy the Foreign Office, and of 
the Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on pp. 187-91. 


. A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
the Trade Reports published by the Foreign Office since 
the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” and 
a note of a Colonial Office Report issued during the 
same period, will be found on pp. 184-5. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State = India in Council is prepared to receive 
tenders from such persons as may be willing to 
supply steel rails, 75 lbs. per rn: 

ms i for ditto, cotters and tie-bars for sleepers, and 
switches and crossings, for the Indian State Railways. 

The conditions of contract may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, 8.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.), or may be obtained on 
application to the Director-General of Stores, India Office, White- 
hall, S.W. Tenders are to be delivered at that office by two 
o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, the 27th January, after which time no 
tender will be received. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 

trade received at the Canadian Government 

ms Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
* information may be obtained :— 


Home Enguiries.—A Glasgow firm have asked to be referred to 
one or two shippers of canned eggs from Canada, enquiries for 
these being frequently made by bakers and confectioners. The 
packages should run from 7 lbs to 14 lbs. and 28 lbs. ‘I'he same 
firm are prepared to take gallon apples, dried apples and other 
preserved fruit. 

A London firm manufacturing tubular rivets and lacing studs 
for boots and shoes contemplate appointing an agent to represent 
them in the Dominion. 

A west of England firm have asked to be furnished with names 
of canners of fruits and meats in Canada who require representation 
in Great Britain. ‘They also wish to correspond with Canadian 
importers of canned pines and pine chunks. 

Enquiry has been made for addresses of first-class exporters in 
Canada of preserved fruits for jam manufacturing. 

A gentleman in the north of England, having a large and old- 
established connection and offering good references, desires to hear 
from Canadian firms seeking a market in his district. 

A Glasgow correspondent who has opened a business in imported 
dairy produce wishes to get into communication with some large 
exporters in Canada of eggs, butter, canned and fresh meat, &c. 

The manufacturers of certain oil engines are looking out for a 
good agent able to push the sale of such engines among agri- 
culturists in Canada. 
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CANADA—continued. 


Canadian Enquiries.—A commission merchant with good business 
experience in Montreal desires that his address may be furnished 
to English houses requiring an agent in Canada. 

A Winnipeg firm dealing wholesale in stationery. toys, cutlery, 
small wares, &c., propose to send a buyer to England very shortly, 
and ask to be furnished with addresses of important manufacturers 
in these classes of goods. . 


Colonial Enguiry.—A firm who buy for South African market 
ask for quotations for Canadian flour and cheese. 


Foreign Enquiries—A Bordeaux firm are open to take the 
Trench agency of Canadian exporters of foodstuffs and articles for 
every day use. 

An Amsterdam house are desirous of hearing from Canadian 
firms wishing to be represented in Holland. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
Victoria Street, S.W. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 
Curator of which Section further particulars 
* may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries. —An Irish house wish to be placed in correspon- 
dence with a few leading Canadian flour millers. 

A Matichester firm ask for the addresses of Canadian manufac- 
turers of sulphite, wood pulp and grey boards. 

A London wholesale house desire names of the principal 
‘Canadian packers of canned vegetables and fruits, also of lunch 
tongues, &c. 


Enquiries relating 
to Canadian Trade 


Note.—For further information regarding any of .the above, 
application should be made to the Curator of the Canadian Section 
of the Imperial Institute, 8. W. 


According to the “‘ Monetary Times” (Toronto) of 2nd January, 

_ the Montreal Harbour Commissioners - have 

Floating Crane. decided to equip the harbour with a 50 ton 

floating crane at a cost of nearly 50,000 dols. 

(10,000/.). It is believed that thus equipped, Montreal will 

attract much of the heavy trade which has hitherto been carried on 
at Boston. 


Openings for British Trade. ; 
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Openings for British Trade. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH-—SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA. 

Referring to the notice on p. 529 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 
of the 18th December, 1902, an official 

i oe Se announcement appears in the “ South Austra- 
+ Acca lian Government Gazette” of 11th December, 
Railv to the effect that tenders will be received at 

way onthe the office of the Railways C issi 

ys Commissioner, 

s Adelaide, up to noon of Monday, 2nd May, 

a 1904, for the construction and working of a 
line of railway on the land-grant system between Oodnadatta, in 
the State of South Australia, and Pine Creek, in the Northern 
Territory, in accordance with the provisions of the Trans- 
continental Railway Act, 1902. 

The land to be granted is not to exceed 75,000 acres for each 
mile of railway, and is to be selected in alternate blocks on either 
side of the line. The length of the railway is not. to exceed 
1,200 miles. The route is to be as per plan in the Act, or such 
alternative route as may be agreed. The line is to have a gauge 
of 3 feet 6 inches, and the motive power is to be steam or other 
approved power. The rails and fastenings are to be of steel, the 
rails to be not less than 60 lbs. to the yard. 

The land is to be granted in fee simple, with all gold, metals, 
and minerals thereon and thereunder. 

The tender must contain the following particulars :— 

1. The quantity of land required for each mile of railway 
constructed. 

2. The number of miles to be constructed each year from 
Oodnadatta and Pine Creek respectively. 

3. When construction to be completed. 

Copies of the Act above referred to and a description of the 
country through which the proposed railway will pass may be 
obtained at the office of the Chief Secretary, Adelaide, or at the 
office of the Agent-General for South Australia, 1, Crosby Square, 
London, E.C. 

Tenders should be indorsed ‘“‘ Tender for the construction of 
Trans-continental Railway, South Australia and Northern Terri- 
tory,” and must be accompanied by a bank deposit receipt for 
10,0007. in favour of the Treasurer of South Australia at som 
bank situated within the Commonwealth of Australia. 


NATAL. 
With reference to the announcement which appeared on p. 289 of 
—" the “‘ Board of Trade Journal ” of 138th November, 
at 1902, Industries ” (Durban) of 18th December 
ony at publishes a notification to the effect that the 
time for receiving designs from competitors for 
the new town hall, public buildings and municipal offices at Durban 
has been extended from 12th January to Monday, 16th February, 1903. 


| 
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Openings for British Trade. 


NORWAY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 

from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, a 
Tenders for Coal. despatch reporting that the Intendant of the 

Norwegian Navy, Horten, will receive tenders 
not later than 12 noon on the 30th January, in sealed envelopes 
marked “ Anbud paa kul,” for about 3,500 tons of Cardiff and 
about 2,000 tons of Newcastle coal, delivered free at Karlj- 
ohansvern or Melsomvik per Ténsberg, as directed by the Inten- 
dant. April shipment: unless ice prevents, part of consignment 
will be shipped sooner. 

Cardiff coals to be double screened Nixon Steam Navigation, 
Ferndale, Lockets Merthyr, Ocean Merthyr or Penrikyber 
Navigation. 

Newcastle coals to be double screened Davison West Hartley or 
similar quality. 

Coals received after the bill of lading must be accompanied by 
colliery certificate for quantity and quality attested by the Nor- 
wegian Consul. Discharging to be at the rate of 40 tons from 
sailing, and 200 tons from steamship per working day. Discharg- 
ing undertaken in the case of steamers by Intendant of Navy for 
50 dre per ton. 

The Intendant is not bound to accept the lowest, or indeed any 
tender, and reserves the right to divide supply of each kind of coal 
between two contractors. Agents in Norway are liable as if they 
were themselves the suppliers. Guarantee for early delivery may 
be required. 

Decision will, as a rule, be made at once after opening tenders 
and the tenderer obtaining contract will be informed by telegraph. 


BELGIUM. 


According to the “ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels ” (Brussels) of 
: 15th January, tenders will be received up to 
El an vd the 5th March next at the Town Hall, Ghent, 
"Ge ¢ Lighting fr the concession for a service of electric 
neession. ~—_ lighting. A deposit of 100,000 francs (4,0001.) 

is required to qualify any tender. 


FRANCE. 


A despatch dated 17th January has been received at the Foreign 

Shean Office from H.M. Consul at Bordeaux to the 

Hive Bautas ot effect that the British Vice-Consul at La 

vie et Rochelle has received information that the 

Municipality and the Chamber of Commerce of 

that town intend to purchase two large steam fire-engines for the 
use of their respective fire brigades. 


| 
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Openings for British Trade. 


SPAIN. 


With reference to the notice published in the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” of lst January (p. 8), the Board of 
Railway Materials. Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, a copy and translation of a note of the 
materials required for the railway from the Cala mines to San Juan 
de Agualfarache (Seville) which has been supplied by the British 
Vice-Consul at Cordoba. 

According to this note the distance between the mines and San 
Juan is 96 kiloms. (60 miles), and the line is to have a gauge of 
lmetre. As regards the quantity of fixed material it appears that 105 
kiloms. (65 miles) of rails with accessories, 54 crossings, 22 signal 
posts with apparatus, 2 bridge scales for locomotives, 2 waggons for 
transporting carriages, 2 turntables for carriage, and 5 water stations 
are required. In regard to rolling stock, 8 locomotives, 200 
mineral waggons, 6 passenger carriages, 25 closed goods vans, 25 
ditto with high sides, 6 vans for sheep and pigs, 6 luggage vans 
and 15 vans for the use of trains repairing the way will be 
necessary. 

Part of the materials will have to be delivered at Seville in 
September next, and the rest before the 31st December, 1903. 

Further detailed particulars may be consulted on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid ” for 12th January contains a notice calling 
een tor for tenders for the supply of 2,500 suits of linen 
Linen Twill. twill (lona asargada de hilo) for the use of 
Spanish prisons. A deposit of 1,562 pesetas, 
or about 46/., is required from persons desiring to tender. The 
consideration of tenders will take place at the Direccion general de 
Prisiones on 12th February. Particulars and specifications are 
contained in the ‘“ Gaceta” referred to. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 15th January contains a Royal 
_ Decree authorising the direct purchase of certain 
Steel Bars. steel bars for the repairs of the roof of the 
ammunition warehouse in the Cartagena 

arsenal. 


The “‘Gaceta de Madrid” of the 15th January contains a. notice 
calling for tenders for the supply of at least 
20,000 boxes of gasoline of a certain density, 
&c., for use in exterminating the locusts. The 

__ adjudication of tenders will take place on the 


Tenders for the 
Supply of 
Gasoline. 
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SPAIN—continued. 


3rd February at the office of the Ministry of psicteanss Industry, 
&c., Madrid. The maximum price which will be paid will be 
19°30 pesetas for each box containing two tins of 18 litres each, 
loaded on railway waggons at the port of embarkation. A deposit 
of 10, et pesetas, or about 2931., is required from persons desiring 
to tender, 


A notice is contained in the “ Gaceta de Madrid ” ae 18th sige 4 

calling for the supply of lead pipes to the 

Beery, Aur Municipality of Madrid on certain conditions 

en *1pes. which are set forth in the “Gaceta.” The 
estimated amount of the tender is 46,000 pesetas, or about 1,3491., 

and the upset price of the tubes is 0-55 pesetas, or about Ad. per 

kilog. The adjudication of tenders will take place on the 

7th February next. 


The ‘“Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 8.W., any day between the hours of 
10 am, and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


ITALY. 


A correspondent of the “ Electrical World” (New York) travelling 

in Italy and Sicily, writes as follows :— 

Electrical 
Sehients Italy, especially in its northern parts, 
Suppli Ys abounds in powerful waterfalls; on the other 
upplios and and every pound of coal has to be imported 
and, as a consequence, electricity is, in com- 
parison with other continental countries, making greater progress 
in Italy than anywhere else in Europe. Even on the Island of 
Sicily electricity is being more and more introduced. Though the 
electrical industry in Italy—I mean the manufacturing industry— 
is steadily growing, the imports of all kinds of electrical machinery, 
appliances and supplies are not only large, but continuously in- 
creasing. Germany and Switzerland get a good share of this trade. 
* * * * * * 


“T think there ‘is a good opportunity for the introduction of 
electrical appliances on the Island of Sicily’ for power, light and 
transportation. The sulphur mining industry offers an especially 
good field. I have visited quite a number of the principal mines, 
and was surprised to sée how electricity had made progress. 
There are in Sicily about 650 sulpkur mine’, of which some 400 
are being exploited. Of these 400 about 40 are worked by means 
of modern machinery, and these are, in ‘the first place, the mines 
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which offer a market for electrical enterprise. German and Swiss, 
and, to some extent, Austro-Hungarian firms, are doing a pretty 
business in Sicily. When in Palermo I visited the 
sposizione Agricola, where some space was devoted to agri- 
cultural and industrial machinery . .. . 

“Correspondence should be carried on in Italian or French ; 
catalogues and all printed matter should be in either language. 
It would be waste of time to address these gentlemen in English. 

‘Business in heavy machinery can be done direct with the 
mines, or by means of local agents. The latter are not easily to 
be found. German and Swiss manufacturers have their own offices 
in Italy. For the sale of small supplies for power, telephony, &c., 
electric novelties, lamps, and so on, correspondence may be opened 
with Sicilian firms interested in such branches.” 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


According to the “Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of 17th 

January, the Municipality of Koloszvar propose 

ag" es to utilise electricity as a motive power, and to 

purchase the necessary apparatus for lighting 

purposes. Tenders, which will be opened at noon on the 12th 

March, should be addressed to the aforesaid Municipality, Matyas- 
Kiraly, Koloszvar. 


MEXICO. 


In the report on the trade of Mexico in 1901 by Mr. Biorklund, 

Clerk to H.M. Legation at Mexico City, atten- 
Bolts, Hinges, &c. tion is called to the fact that, notwithstanding 

the amount of building that is going on, not 
only in Mexico City proper, but throughout the whole of the 
country, it is very difficult to find a good quality of bolts, hinges 
and similar articles which are required for finishing houses. ‘This 
is certainly one of the greatest inconveniences that architects and 
tenants have to suffer,as whatever is put in the buildings is of 
such a character that it very soon gets out of order. 


Further on in the report it is stated that the value of earthen- 

ware imported into Mexico in 1901, principall 
and from France and Germany, to 

66,0061., as against 71,334]. in 1900. This 
article was at one time principally supplied by British manu- 
facturers, and though its importation is increasing every year, 
the proportion that now comes from the United Kingdom is very 
much reduced, The decline can, perhaps, be attributed to the 
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MEX!ICO—continued. 


following reasons :—First, its cost is greater than on the Continent, 
and being heavier, the freight and duties increase its value very 
materially ; and secondly, the manufacturers of china and earthen- 
ware do not follow the suggestions or observations which dealers 
on the other side of the Atlantic may make in regard to style, 
colour, weight and packing, &c., all of which trifles are carefully 
attended to both by German and French makers, 


The report also states that if a direct steamship service could be 

. ._, established between one or more British ports 

~~” and the ports of Mexico, either weekly or yn 

Ports fortnightly, and making the journey in not 

: more than 16 days, including all stoppages, 

there is no reason why they could not only control the whole of 

the British trade, but also carry some of the freight and even 

passengers from the Continent, and return cargoes could always 

be procured, either from Mexico itself or from some of the West 
Indian islands. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,925.) 


According to a report by the Belgian Legation at Mexico City pub- 

Railway lished in the ‘Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) 

Materials of the 17th January, the Mexican Central Rail- 

: way Company have recently been granted a 

concession for the construction of a line of railway from Organal, 

near the River Balsas, to Zihuatanejo or to Acapulco. If the former 

route is chosen it will be necessary to construct a branch line to 
Chilpancingo. 

The Government subsidy for the main line, it is said, will be at 
the rate of 23,000 piastres per kilometre. The report adds that 
whatever be the route chosen the works must be completed by the 
31st December, 1908. 


ARGENTINA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
a Consul at Buenos Ayres, reporting that the 
Sueciie butter and creamery business in Argentina, to 

. which reference was made in his report for the 

year 1901 (Annual Series, 2,767), has been taken up on a remark- 
ably large scale. This is shown by the figures published on p. 176. 
The Consul goes on to say that, as the matter is being studied, 
the value of the by-products is being realised and inquiry is made 
for a market for caseine. This article, he adds, is employed in the 
preparation of celluloid, so that the matter largely interests British 
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manufacturers. The Consul further adds that he will be pleased . 
to do anything to bring the producer in Argentina into relations 
with users of the article in the United Kingdom, if any of them 
care to correspond with him on the subject. 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITION. 


BELGIUM. 


A recent issue of the “ Bolletino Ufficiale” (the official organ of 
the Italian Ministry of Agriculture, Commerce, 


mt 9 and Industry) contains a notice to the effect 
Industrial that the Automobile Society of Belgium has 
Applications of decided to add to the second exhibition of 
‘Alcohol at mechanical locomotion, which will be held in 
encanto the palace of the Cinquantenario, Brussels, 


from the 7th to the 16th February next, a 
special section devoted to the industrial applications of alcohol. 

This section will include four classes as follows :— 

1. Automobiles, motor cycles, motor cars, and motor vehicles 
ased for industrial purposes. | 
2. Fixed motors. 

3. Lighting apparatus. 
4. Heating apparatus and miscellaneous. 
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THE CITY BRANCH OF THE IMPERIAL INSTITUTE. 


Referring to the notice on p. 10 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for the 1st January, attention is called to the fact that, 
as a result of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board of 
Trade, a temporary Enquiry Office has been established in the City 
Branch of the Institute (49, Eastcheap, E.C.), in connection with 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, pending 
the transfer of the latter from 50, Parliament Street, Westminster, 
to offices in the City. 

Attention is further directed to the fact that trade representatives 
of India, and of certain Colonies which are named below, can be 
consulted at the City Branch on matters relative to the trade of 
the respective countries. 

A Representative for India attends on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday mornings. 

A Representative for the Dominion of Canada attends daily by 
appointment. 

A Representative for Queensland attends daily from 10 a.m. to 
] p.m. 

The Commercial Agency for New South Wales is open daily 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 


BOARD OF TRADE COMMERCIAL MISSION 
TO PERSIA. 


Mr. H. W. Maclean, who has been appointed to visit Persia on 
behalf of the Commercial Intelligence Committee of the Board of 
Trade, in order to inquire and report as to the openings for British 
trade in that country, left England for Persia on the 16th January. 
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BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Mexico.—In his recent report on the trade of Mexico, Mr. 
Biorklund, Clerk to H.M. Legation at Mexico City, remarks with 
regard to the employment of travelling agents by British manu- 
facturers and merchants that though a knowledge of Spanish is 
certainly an advantage, it is not quite so necessary as formerly, 
as of late years English has come into more general use, and 
consequently any one speaking English can easily make himself 
understood by the greater part of those engaged in commerce. 
It is therefore only in very few cases that he is obliged to employ 
an interpreter. 

This want of knowledge of the language on the part of a 
travelling agent may sometimes be overlooked, but it should not 
be so with the shipping agent, on account of the declarations to 
be made for the consigning and declaring of goods in accordance 
with the regulations of the Mexican tariff, as any wrong declara- 
tion made through carelessness or want of knowledge of certain 
technical expressions entails many delays, and even losses for the 
consignees, who, unfortunately, are the ones who suffer in such 
cases, the Custom-house officials holding them responsible for such 
= and mistakes, and making them pay the fines or double 

uties. 

Consular invoices or Customs declarations, which are absolutely 
necessary in all mercantile transactions with Mexico, are often so 
carelessly drawn up that merchandise is in some cases greatly 
damaged by the delays caused by the mistakes before mentioned, 
or even by the way the merchandise is shipped. 

Another point which assuredly calls for more attention is the 
question of packing. If instructions are given for it to be done 
in a certain manner, they should certainly be followed and not 
left to the discretion of the packer. Packing that may be 
suitable for one kind of merchandise for one country may be the 
very reverse for another, especially so where the duties may be 
levied in a different way. In making the declaration of the 
contents of the cases, great care must also be exercised so that 
the declarations coincide with the actual conteats of the cases, 
otherwise fines and double duties can be levied by the Customs 
officers in conformity with the rules and regulations at present in 
force. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,925.) 
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NEW REGULATIONS FOR PASSENGERS LANDING AT 
BEIRA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 56 of the. “ Board of Trade 


Journal” for 9th October, 1902, respecting the conditions under 
which passengers are permitted to land at Beira, a despatch has 
been received at the Foreign Office from the Acting British Consul 
at that port, forwarding the following translation of a new regula- 
tion, recently published, varying such conditions, as a result of the 
abolition of the system of passes hitherto obtaining :— 

The necessity for passes for entry into Rhodesia having ceased, 
and it having therefore become necessary to alter the Order which 
governed the entry of passengers into the Port of Beira, the 
following has been determined, viz. :— 

Article 1.—Passengers desiring to disembark at Beira will 
receive permission to do so on complying with one or other of the 
following conditions :— 

(a) A declaration in writing that their destination is Rhodesia 
and, if it be judged desirable, a deposit with the police authorities 
of a sum of 101., for which a receipt will be given. 

(b) Proof that the applicant possesses money or its equivalent to 
the value of 50/., and delivery to the police authorities of a sum of 
20/. as a deposit, for which a receipt will be given. 

Individuals from whom this receipt will be required will under- 
take to withdraw from Beira by the first means after the period of 
eight days shall have elapsed, if they cannot show that they have 
obtained employment or other means of subsistence. 

(c) Proof to the police authorities that they have immediate 
employment or other means of subsistence. 

The deposits to which this article refers will be placed in the 
hands of the police official on board, who will transfer them to the 
proper authority. 

Article 2.—The Commissioner of Police may employ the deposits 
to which Sections (a) and ()) of Article 1 refer in providing sub- 
sistence for depositors, should they find themselves without means 
of support, and also passages by rail to Rhodesia or by sea to 
another port. 

The deposits to which Sections (a) and (b) of Article 1 refer, or 
balances thereout of, after the expenses mentioned in the article 
shall have been paid, will be delivered to the depositor in Beiva 
or sent to his order at such place as the Commissioner of Police 
shall determine. 

Article 3.—The Commissioner of Police may effect the expulsion 
of all persons who may land without observing the regulations laid 
down in Article 1, should they not immediately submit to them. 
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BRITISH VERSUS GERMAN COAL AT HAMBURG 
IN 1902.* 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a report drawn up by H.M. Consul-General at Hamburg 
on the import trade of British and German coal at that port 
during the year 1902, which reads as follows :— 

“The following table shows that during the year 1902 the 
imports into Hamburg, both of British and of Westphalian coal, 
experienced a slight increase as compared with the figures for the 
preceding year, but that British coal continued to maintain its 
preponderating position in the Hamburg market :— 


Imports of Coal into Hamburg. 
Year. 

British. Westphalian. Totals, 

Tons. Tons. Tons, 
1898 ... ...| 2,055,000 1,652,150 8,707,150 
1299 ... ...| 2,420,150 1,645,800 4,065,950 
1900 ... ...| 3,019,400 1,598,200 4,617,600 
1901 ... ...| 2,691,790 1,724,000 4,415,790 
1902 ... ow 2,792,822 1,773,800 4,566,622 


“The increase in the total imports of coal in 1902, as compared 
with those in 1901, amounted thus to 150,832 tons, the increase in 
the imports of British coal having been 101,032 tons, and of 
Westphalian 49,800 tons. It will be observed that the figures, 
both of the total imports and of the British imports alone were 
less than the corresponding figures in the year 1900; but this 
latter year was an abnormal one for the coal market, and cannot 
well be compared with other years, like the two last ones. 

“In spite of the large and increased volume of last year's 
import trade in British coal, business at Hamburg during the first 
part of the year is stated to have been unsatisfactory for importers, 
inasmuch as most annual contracts had been made at prices which 
were eventually found unobtainable in this country under the 
depression ruling last year amongst nearly all branches of industry. 
At the same time, a certain set-off against these unfavourable 
influences was offered by the unusually large demand for house- 
hold coal, due to the long duration of wintry weather in 1902. 
During the latter months of the year business for Hambur 
importers was more profitable, as the growing demand for British 
coal from America towards autumn restricted importations into 
Germany and other countries, and caused a rise in prices. 

“ With regard to the import trade of this port in Westphalian 
coal, this would probably have been of greater importance last year, 
had there not been a considerable and growmg demand from 


* For previous article on this subject, se “ Board of Trade Journal” for 16th 
January, 1902, p. 106. 


Jan, 22, 1903.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 159 


British versus German Coal at Hamburg in 1902. 


France and from Belgium, and had not more especially the Rhenish 
Westphalian Coal Syndicate fixed the coal prices at a figure which 
prevented the same from competing more seriously with the 
British product. The high price of Westphalian coal appears to 
have induced the “ Hamkurg American” and other important 
Hamburg steamship companies last year to decline renewing their 
contracts for the supply of that coal, and to enter into contracts 
for the supply partly gf British and partly of Silesian coal. As 
regards the latter, it may be observed that this is the first occasion 
on which larger quantities of Silesian coal have been brought to 
Hamburg, and there is some curiosity amongst coal firms at this 
port, as to whether the experiment will meet with approval on 
the part of the shipping companies. 

“‘The importation of coal from the United States of America 
stopped altogether during the last six monthsof 1902, in consequence 
of difficulties which had arisen in America itself in the coal trade 
and industry.” 


THE NAPHTHA INDUSTRY OF THE CAUCASUS. 


In a recent despatch to the Foreign Office, H.M. Minister 
at St. Petersburg encloses a summary of articles which 
recently appeared in the “ Journal of the Ministry of Finance ” on 
the subject of the development of the naphtha industry of the 
Caucasus. ‘The writer of these articles states that for some years 
past exporters at Batoum have adopted the system of keeping a 
considerable stock of petroleum, in order to keep the price of this 
article as low as possible at the places of production and to increase 
the foreign demand. Batoum is the principal centre for the export 
of petroleum, whilst mineral lubricating oils for home consump- 
tion are forwarded almost exclusively by the Vladi-Caucasus railway. 
The following table shows the quantity in pouds (poud = 36 lbs. 
avoirdupois) of petroleum and other naphtha products retained in 
stock in the depéts at Batoum at the beginning of each of the 
years 1897-1901 :— 


' Mineral Oils and 
— | Petroleum. | Gubestn. Other Products. 

| Pouds. Pouds. Pouds. 
1897 ... 2,546,622 760,540 398,707 
1898 ... me ae 3,033,670 659,841 714,744 
1899 .. 3,889,630 576,572 564,097 
1900 .. 6,360,732 1,257,841 209,167 
1901 .. 10,825,403 1,406,405 314,655 
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As will be seen by these figures, the stock retained at the 
beginning of 1901 was considerably in advance of that in the 
previous year. During the year 1901 this stock increased to 
12,546,553 pouds. 

The following figures show the quantity of naphtha products 
exported from Batoum during each of the five years 1897-1901 :— 


Mineral 
Illuminating Oils. Other Products. 


Pouds. Pouds. 


The quantity of petroleum exported from the Caucasus to the 
principal countries in 1901 was as follows :— 


—- Petroleum. 

| 

Pouds. 
United Kingdom, including Malta 18,409,584 
Turkey in Europe and Greece... 5,003,961 


As compared with 1900, the exports to France increased 
108 per cent.; to Holland and Belgium, 66 per cent.; and to 
the United Kingdom, 4 per cent. 

The exports to Asiatic Turkey showed a decrease of 7 per cent. 
The exports to the Far East of mineral lighting oils are constantly 
increasing. As compared with 1900, the exports to the East 
Indies increased 93 per cent.; those to China, 89 per cent.; and 
those to Port Said, 12 per cent. 

The principal countries to which mineral oils and greases are 
exported are:—Germany (2,044,897 pouds, in 1901), France 
(2,073,998 pouds), the United Kingdom (1,722,467 pouds), 
Belgium (1,576,492 pouds). The exports to the Far East have 
almost doubled from year to year and continue to increase. 
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The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
from H.M. Consul at Vera Cruz, a report on the coal trade of that 
Consular district, which includes the ports of Vera Cruz, Tuxpan 
and Coatzacoalcos, in the State of Vera Cruz; Frontera, in’ the 
State of Tabasco; Laguna de Terminos and Campeche, in the 
State of Campeche; and Progreso, in the State of Yucatan. 

With the exception of Vera Cruz, Coatzacoalcos and Progreso, 
the importations of coal through the ports mentioned may be 
considered as “nil,” as the entire trade would not amount to more 
than 1,000 tons in the course of a year. 


Vera Cruz.—The, quantity of coal arriving at the port of Vera 
Cruz during the first six months of 1902 amounted in all to 
104,807 tons, the principal part of this supply being drawn from 
the United States, the figures being 70,774 tons from that country, 
34,025 from Great Britain and a trifling quantity from Belgium. 

The American coal was drawn for the most part from the State 
of West Virginia, whereas the stocks received from Great Britain 
consisted entirely of briquettes, or patent fuel, shipped from Cardiff 
and district, and were for the use of the Mexican Railway Company. 

A list of the principal importers arranged in accordance with 
the importance of their trade is given, together with other 
particulars. 

The average rate for charters at Vera Cruz is from 300 to 400 
tons delivery per day, Sundays and holidays excepted. The 
current rate of stevedoring is 35 cents per ton, Mexican currency, 
for patent fuel, equal at the present rate of exchange to about 
6}d., and for ordinary coal 45 cents, equivalent to about 8d. per ton. 

The average selling price for coal during the period under 
review was from 11°50 dols. to 13°00 dols. per ton, f.o.b. railway 
companies’ cars. From this must be deducted 1-75 dols. for dock 
dues and other charges, which, calculated at the average rate of 
exchange during the first six months of the present year, left a net 
price to the importer of from 18s, to 21s. Owing to the closing of 
a large number of mines in the United States, due to the recent 
coal strike, sterling prices advanced considerably, and the selling 
figure in Mexican currency has been still further enhanced owing 
to the fall in silver, the present value of a dollar being not more 
than 1s. 6d. as compared with an average of 1s. 10d. during the 
first six months of 1902. 


Progreso.—The average amount of coal consumed at the port of 
Progreso ranges from 800 to 1,000 tons per month, and is 
practically all of American origin. A list of the principal dealers 
arranged in accordance with the extent and importance of their 
business is also given for this port. 

The average price for coal ranged from 20 dols. to 22 dols. 
currency, equivalent to 1/1. 17s. 6d. to 21. This high price is 
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mainly. due to the fact that ocean rates rule much higher to 
Progreso than to Vera Cruz, principally owing to the facilities for 
discharging vessels being of the most indifferent nature. 


‘Coatzacoalcos. —Up to the present the importations of coal have 
been limited to some few thousand tons introduced for the use 
of the National Railway of Tehuantepec and the harbour 
improvements being carried out at the two terminals of this line, 
Salina: Cruz and Coatzacoalcos, respectively. Now, however, that 
the railway has been repaired and put into such condition that the 
handling of public merchandise can be effected, the estimated 
coal consumption for the coming year in order to meet the 
requirements of dredges, railway, and coast steamers, connected with 
same, will probably amount to about 3,000 tons per month. 

The complete report containing the lists of the principal 
importers of coal, together with other information, may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


COBALT MINES IN CHILE. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a report by H.M. Consul-General at Valparaiso, on the 
cobalt mines in the Province of Atacama, Chile, on which the 
following particulars are based :— 


Department of Freirina—The San Juan group is situated to the 
north-east of the port of Pefia Blanca which lies to the south of 
Huasco. It is very extensive, and has well formed lodes, long, 
and varying in width from one to six-and-a-half feet. Two of 
the old workings have been sunk to a depth of 70 metres (77 
yards), but those now in working have not gone deeper than 
40 metres, the ores at that depth containing oxide of cobalt, 
arseniate, and sulfo-arsenide of cobalt. There are also lodes 
with cobalt and copper separately as well as in combination. 

The average ley for cobalt is 4 per cent. The group may be 
considered as virgin and is easy to work. 

The Petaca group is situated 25 miles to the south of the town 
of Vallenar. This group is also very extensive, with well-formed 
lodes varying in width from 1 to 5 feet. None of the mines have 
reached a greater depth than 10 metres (10-9 yards). 

The Caminada group is situated about 12 miles to the north- 
west of Vallenar. The mines have been sunk to a depth of about 
50 metres (54°7 yards), the lode being about 20 inches wide and 
containing oxide, arseniate, and sulfo-arsenide of cobalt. 
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Department of Vallenar.—The groups in this Department are of 
small importance. 


Department of Copiapo.—There are four groups of cobalt mines 
in this Department, but with the exception of the Cobriza mine 
in the Sacramento group they have hardly been worked. The 
Sacramento group is situated five miles from the station of Molle, 
38 miles from Copiapo. The principal mine, the Cobriza, has 
been sunk to a depth of 60 metres (65°6 yards), but is now 
partly filled up with water and débris. For a year past work has 
been in progress clearing up the mine, and during that time about 
100 tons of cobalt ores have been taken out, giving an average 
ley of 4 per cant. The lodes are Royal with an average width of 
33 inches. 

The Matecitos and Cerro de los Carros group is situated close to 
the station of Loros, 40 miles from Copiapo. The mines are old 
and are not now being worked. 

The Petacas group is situated 12 miles from the station of 
Nantoco, 15 miles from Copiapo. The principal mine is the Olga. 
The mines have as yet only been worked superficially. The lodes 
are of great length, averaging 3 feet 4 inches in width, and a ley 
of between 1 and 2 per cent. 

The Pabellon group, situated 23 miles from Copiapo, is 
composed of two old mines not now in work. 

A sketch map of the Departments of Copiapo, Freirina, and 
Vallenar, and part of the Department of Chanaral, all in the 
Province of Atacama, in the north of Chile, together with a 
sketch map of the Copiapo Railway, on which the mines in the 
Copiapo Department are situated, may be seen on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). f 
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TARIFF CHANGES 


AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


MAURITIUS. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a Proclamation 


Rates of 
Exchange for 
Assessment of 

ad valorem 
Duties during 
1903. 


(No. 60 of 1902) issued by the Government of 
Mauritius under date of the 11th December, 1902, 
fixing for the year 1903 the rates of exchange at 
which the value of goods coming from certain 
countries is to be declared for the purpose of 
levying ad valorem duties thereon. 

The equivalent of 1/. sterling is fixed at 


15 rupees, and the following rates are established with regard to 
the value of goods expressed in the currency of other countries in 
which a gold standard prevails :— 


France and French Colonies... 11. sterling = 25 francs. 
Germany = 20 marks. 
Switzerland ... vig = 25 francs. 
Belgium * = 25 francs 
Italy ... es = 25 lires 
Austria = 12 florins 
Holland and Java a = 12 florins 
Norway ss = 18 krone 
Sweden = 18 krone. 
United States... * = 5 dollars. 
Canada = 6 dollars. 


BRITISH EAST AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 
The Board of Trade have received a copy of the “Official Gazette ” 


Regulations 
affecting free 
Importation of 
Government 
Stores. 


of the East African and Uganda Protectorates, 
dated the 15th December, 1902, which contains 
a notification issued by H.M. Commissioner at 
Mombasa on the 6th December last, to the 
effect that— 


“In future, unless special permission is 


“ obtained from the Commissioner, no goods imported on Govern- 
“ment account, except those shipped by the Crown Agents for 
“the Colonies or the Protectorate Agent in Bombay, will be 
“ exempted from the payment of Customs duty.” 
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EGYPT. 


The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel” for the 3rd January contains a 
Valuation Tariffs Valuation Tariff,* in force for the current year, 
ote for the purpose of assessing import duties on 
Siescteth unk cattle, sheep, swine, &c., imported into Egypt 
‘ from Malta, Russia, Cyprus, and various Turkish 
for certain 
Exports of and other Eastern ports. 
Egyptian The same publication also contains Valuation 
toa Tariffs for the purpose of assessing export 
duties on various articles of Egyptian produce. 
One of these, in force for the current month only, contains valua- 
tions for cotton, rice, sugar, and other cereals and vegetables. A 
second, in force from 1st January to 31st March, contains valua- 
tions for a miscellaneous list of articles such as sesame, flax, tow, 
wool, ivory, wax, hides of various kinds, horns and hoofs, cotton- 
seed oil, &c., 

These Tariffs may be consulted by persons interested on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 8.W., on any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m, aud 5 p.m, (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 

* For particulars as to the nature of these Egyptian Valuation Tariffs, and 


as to the conditions under which they remain in force, see “ Board of Trade 
Journal ” for the 16th October last, p, 113. 


GERMANY. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
—- copy of a recent Order of the Hamburg Customs 
Authorities, according to which, herrings, 
cage fo * packed in tins, are liable on importation into 
the German Customs Union via Hamburg to a duty of 2 marks per 
100 kilogs. (1s, 04d. per cwt.). 


BELGIUM. 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
Ontiees Foreign Office, of the Belgian Budget Law for 
Peostthanaitn, New 1903, dated the 27th December last, which 
Budget Law. contains the following provisions relating to 
Customs matters :— 
1. A tare allowance of 20 per cent. of the net weight is granted 
on coffee imported in parchment bags. 
2. Woollen yarns known as “ mixed yarns” are assimilated for 
tariff purposes to combed woollen yarns. 
3. A duty of 5 fr. per 100 kilogs. (2s. 04d. per cwt.) is imposed 
on importations of liquified carbonic acid. 
4, The temporary free admission of steam-rollers for road-making 
granted under the Budget Law of 31st December, 1900, is now 
made definitive. 
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FRANCE-—ALGERIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 573 of the 
Seetiiaied af * Board of Trade Journal” for 6th September, 
éeectiions Duty 1900, relative to sea-octroi and other duties on 
dai Suntinentel denaturated alcohols in Algeria, the Board of 
‘Alcohol Trade have now received, through the Foreign 
: Office, copy of a French Presidential Decree 
suppressing, as from the 1st January, the sea-octroi duty leviable in 
Algeria on these products. 


Copies of other Decrees affecting the internal taxation of alcohol 
in Algeria have also been received. These 


peony i Decrees, of which the following is the sub- 
Taxation of stance, were to come into force on the Ist 
Alcohol. 


1. The tax on denaturation of 2 francs, 
40 cents per hectolitre of pure alcohol is abolished and replaced by 
a statistical duty of 0 francs 25 cents per hectolitre. 

2. The consumption tax is increased by 1 franc per hectolitre of 
pure alcohol. 

3. A bonus of 9 francs per hectolitre of pure alcohol will be 
granted on alcohol submitted for denaturation according to the 
prescribed formula. 


FRANCE—SENEGAL. 


With reference to notices which have appeared in previous issues 
of the “ Board of Trade Journal” relative to the 
“a °f Customs Tariff of Senegal, the Board of Trade 
are in receipt of a copy of a recent issue of the 

* Journal Officiel du Sénégal et Dépendances,” containing the 
tariffs of import duties, consumption taxes, port and navigation 
dues, special taxes, &c., now in force in Senegal, and the municipal 
octroi duties leviable in the communes of St. Louis, Gorée and Dakar. 

The only change which appears to have been made in these 
tariffs is the imposition of an export duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem 
on caoutchouc originating in Senegal and exported from that 
Colony, excepting from Casamonce, where a uniform duty of 7 per 
cent. ad valorem is leviable upon all exports. 

The complete Tariffs may be seen by persons interested on appli- 
cation at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 8.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m.‘to 1 p.m.). 
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SPAIN. 

Referring to the on p. 67 of for the 8th 
anuary, it is to be noted that the “Gaceta de 
Rate ee Madrid ” for the 16th January contains a Royal 
Adjustment of Order declaring 34°10 to be the average rate of 
Customs Duties exchange (premium of exchange on Paris) for 
Payable in Gold. the first fortnight of the present month, and 
that the corresponding reduction in the payment 
of Customs duties payable in gold during the second fortnight of 

January will be 25 per cent. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
The following is a list of some Decisions relative to the application 
tianinn of the United States Customs Tariff, which 
Decisions. have recently been issued by the Treasury 
Department at Washington for the guidance of 
United States Customs officials and others :— 

Verdigris or subacetate of copper.—A certain chemical compound 
known as “ verdet raffiné,” valued at nearly 14 cents per lb., and 
used in hat and wool dyeing as a mordant to logwood, is found to 
be a subacetate of copper and to be properly subject to classification 
under the provision in paragraph 694 (in the Free List) of the 
Tariff for “verdigris, or subacetate of copper,” and not to be 
dutiable under the provision in paragraph 3 of the Tariff for 
“chemical compounds . . . not specially provided for.” 

Violin vesin.—An article consisting of violin resin fastened into 
a hollowed piece of wood and adhering to the sides thereof, the 
resin being the component of chief value, is dutiable at the rate of 
20 per cent. ad valorem, under Section 6 of the Tariff, as a manu- 
factured article, unenumerated. 

Starfish shells or skeletons.—The shells or skeletons of starfish are 
held to be free of duty under paragraph 635 of the Tariff, as “ shells.” 

Animals imported for breeding purposes.—Horses imported for 
breeding purposes, in respect to which, in every other way, the 
provisions of paragraph 473 of the Tariff have been complied with, 
but which are intended by the importer, at the time of importation, 
for sale, are not entitled to free entry under the provisions of said 
paragraph, but are properly dutiable according to value under the 
provisions of paragraph 220 of the Tariff. 


A copy has been ‘received at the Board of Trade, through the 
Foreign Office, of a telegram from H.M. Ambas- 
Canpeety sador at Washington, reporting that an Act 


nam a has been passed by the United States Legisla- 
kinds of Coal,  *U"» authorising full rebate of duties on all coal 
_ Permanent Free imported into the United States from foreign 


Admission of  COUntries for one year from and after the passage 
Anthracite. 


~ of the Act. Sir M. Herbert adds that anthracite 
coal has been put permanently on the Free List. 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Mercantile Marine Committee met on the 15th 
‘ the 16th January at the Board of Trade, 
The Mercantile Sir Francis Jeune, Whe 
Committee of the following members were present :—Mr. W. F. 
Board of Trade. G. Anderson, Mr. Thomas Burt, M.P., Captain 
H. Acton-Blake, Captain A. J. G. Chalmers, 
Mr. Walter J. Howell, C.B., Vice-Admiral R. M. Lloyd, C.B., 
Mr. William Milburn, junr., and Mr. J. Havelock Wilson. 

The following witnesses were examined :—Mr. Thomas Prentice, 
representing the Clyde Steamship Owners’ Association and the 
Glasgow Shipowners’, and Mr. George Lidgett, on behalf of the 
General Shipowners’ Society. The evidence of these gentlemen 
dealt with the principal questions before*the Committee, and- 
especially with the insufficient supply of competent British 
seamen. 

Mr. Basil Lubbock gave evidence, and Dr. Archibald Finlay, 
and Captain W. E. Hutchinson of the British India Steam 
Navigation Company, were also examined. 


SUEZ CANAL. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the latest edition of 
s the regulations for the navigation of the 
soem Pay Suez Canal, to be substituted for those 
Navigation of the which were noticed on p. 177 of the “ Board 
_— Canal of Trade Journal” of 23rd January, 1902. 
These regulations may be seen by persons 
interested on application to the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 
p-m.). 


CAPE COLONY. 


The “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of 23rd December 
tp publishes the text of a Government Notice 
yeemeroartiry (No. 944 of 1902), approving of the reduction 
rae st for of the charge tor landing horned cattle, horses 


: ‘ and mules at the port of Table Bay from 2s. 6d. 

apn he ana to 1s. per animal, and of the dock dues in this 

connection being also reduced from 5s. to 2s. 6d. 

per animal, makinz a total charge of 3s. 6d. for each animal 
landed. 


F 
| 
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CAPE COLONY—continued. 


The same issue of the “ Gazette” contains the text of Government 

. Notice No. 950 of 1902, approving of the 

Ah 1 following addition to Regulation 113 of the 

t re Santi Regulations and Tariffs of the East London 

bg Harbour Board, to take effect from the 1st 
October, 1902 :— 


Tariff for Landing Animals, &c. 


For landing horses, mules, ostriches, cattle and large 
animals direct from vessels alongside wharf, 1 to 
250 in number each 7 6 
Maximum charge not to exceed that at the rate of 
7s. 6d. each for 100 animals. 
251 to 1,000 in number -. each 3 0 
Maximum charge not to exceed that at the rate of 
1s. 9d. each for 1,000 animals. 


1,001 animals and upwards eae each 1 9 
For landing sheep and goats direct from vessels along- 
side wharf, 1 to 300 in number ss... .. each 1 6 


Maximum charge not to exceed that at the rate of 
1s. 6d. each for 100. 
301 and upwards ons each 0 6 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH-SOUTH 


AUSTRALIA. 
The annual report of the South Australian Railways Commissioner 
Railwa for the year 1901-02 shows a net decrease in 


ast revenue, compared with the previous year, 
of 151,4411., attributable to the fall in 
Sumas the prices of metals and the disastrous drought 
in the Australian continent. The total revenue in 1901-02 
amounted to 1,085,175/., made up as follows :—Passengers, 
293,1001.; mails, parcels, &c., 76,5771.; minerals, 247,3831. ; 
grain, 40,0207.; wool, 18,0471. ; goods other than the foregoing, 
310,976. ; live-stock, 64, 6191.; miscellaneous, 34,4531, 
The total expenditure in the year under review was 689,5171., 
a decrease compared with the preceding year of 39,5221. The net 
revenue for the year was 395,658/., equal to 2°98 per cent. on the 
total capital expenditure of 18, 275, 0371. on average miles open, 
against 3°86 per cent. in the previous year. The train mileage 
amounted to 4,196,138, a decrease of 197,043. The receipts per 
mile open were 6251., as against 712I., and per train mile run 
62:07d., compared with 67° 56d., in the previous year. 


| 
sd. 
| 
| 
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_ PERSIA. 


With reference to the notice published at p. 28 of the “ Board = 
. Trade Journal” of lst January, respecting the 
= + Scare average cost of carriage during 1901-02 by the 
1901.02 two most important routes from the south of 
ces Persia to Meshed, particulars of which were 
Erratum. 
extracted from the recently issued report on 
Khorassan (Annual Series 2,921), the Acting British Consul- 
General at Meshed has now notified the Foreign Office that the 
figures given in the table should read 265 and 340 krans instead of 
263 and 34 krans respectively. 


MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


NORWAY. 


Referring to the notice which appeared on p. 218 of the “Board of 
Shipments of Trade Journal ” of 30th October, 1902, relative 
conte ton © the iron ore industry of Narvik, a despatch 

Narvik has been received at the Foreign Office, from 

‘ H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, reporting 

that the ore shipments from Narvik have now commenced, the first 

steamer of 3,500 tons having left on the 6th January for Rotterdam. 

Another steamer of 4,600 tons was at the time of writing 
(7th January) loading for the East Coast of England. 


FRANCE—ALGERIA. 


According to the “ Dépéche Coloniale” of 7th January, the year 
en 1902 was marked by a decided increase in the 
Industry production of the phosphate workings of 

‘ Tebessa. From the whole of the deposits in 


the districts through which the Béne-Guelma railway runs, a total 
of 274,980 tons of phosphates was exported in 1902, being an 
increase of more than 48,000 tons as compared with 1901, and of 
18,500 tons compared with 1899, hitherto the most prosperous 
year. 


4 
= 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


In its issue of 25th December, 1902, the “ Bulletin ” of the American 

Tron and Steel Association draws attention to the 

«prominence of Pennsylvania in the manufac- 

"tke ieee ture of iron and steel in the United States. In 

Steel Industry illustration of this prominence the following 

‘table is given, showing the production of iron 

neva apy a in 1901 compared with that of the 
whole of the United States :— 


Prominence of 


Percentage 
Whole of 
Pennsyl- of 
Production of— es vania, | Pennsyl- 
vania, 
Tons. Tons. 

Tron ore ...|28,887,479 | 1,040,684 36 

Bessemer steel ingots and castings ood ..+| 8,718,802 | 4,293,439 49°2 

Open-hearth steel ingots and castings ... ...! 4,656,309 | 3,594,763 77-2 

Crucible and other steel ingots and castings eee) 103,984 74,800 71°9 


Total production of steel ingots and castings 13,478,595 7,963,002 59'1 


Bessemer steel rails ... 2,870,816 | 1,406,008 48:9 
Structural shapes ... 1,018,150 | 925,940 914 
Plates and sheets ... ads ..., 2,254,425 | 1,572,500 69°7 
Wire rods... 1,365,934 386,037 28 3 


All other rolled products (including bars, skelp, 
cut nails, open-hearth steel rails, iron rails, 


Total production of all rolled products v.. 12,849,827 6,962,668 564 


Kegs of | Kegs of 

100 | 100 lbs, 

Wire nails ... 9,808,822 | 3,118,508 31:8 
Cut nails... bss 1,542,240 | 833,469 54:0 


| 
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YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a monthly 
Cotton Spinni return issued by the Indian Government 
a ao showing the quantity of cotton yarn spun, 
and of cotton woven goods produced, in each 
— oneal province of British India, and in Berar and the 
earns. Native States, during the month of September, 
1902. 

The following summarised statement, extracted from the above 
return, gives particulars for the six months ended 30th September, 

1900, 1901, and 1902 :— 


Six Months ended 30th Septemter. 


1900, 1901. 1902. 
BRITISH INDIA, BERAR, AND NATIVE 
STATES. 

Cotton yarn spun ... be Lbs. | 148,875,260 | 287,811,358 | 294,231,725 

Cotton woven goods produced : 
G is 36,534,981 | 47,270,067 | 46,428,017 
Tey goods Yards 149,568/675 | 198,484,328 | 189,507,813 
White and coloured goods Lbs. 7,553,092 9,069,225 | 10,919,355 


NoTe.—Returns are included, for the first time, for the Native State of 
Hyderabad in September, 1902. > 


PERSIA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 

Minister at Tehran, enclosing a report with 

Wool Trade. regard to the feasibility of wool spinners 

dealing direct with producers of Khorassan 

wool, which has been prepared by Mr. Greenhill, the recently 
appointed Canvasser for ‘Trade to the Government of India. 

In this report, Mr. Greenhill states that he has carefully 
enquired into the question of wool and, in his opinion, it would 
not pay a British firm to deal direct with the producers of wool as 
they are mostly petty farmers possessing 100 to 1,000 sheep each, 
and very few have 2,000 to 5,000—five or six sheep on an average 
giving one Meshed maund (Meshed maund = 6$ lbs. avoirdupois) 
of wool per annum. ‘hose that deal direct with the producers are 
principally Afghans who advance them money months before they 
get the wool, and then they have the trouble of collecting from 
different directions. 

Mr. Greenhill goes on to say that these dealers or middlemen 
sell to the Russian and Russian Armenian merchants at Meshed 
at the ruling market rates, and the latter sort, partly clean, press 
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and despatch the wool to Russia. He adds that if they found any 
advantage in dealing with the producers direct they would have 
done so long ago. 

The report further states that the present* rate for Piez or 
autumn wool is 62 to 68 tomans (101, 17s. 6d. to 111. 18s. 7d.) a 
Meshed kharwart (on 9th October, 1902, a large quantity sold at 
62 tomans, or 10]. 17s. 6d.). The Bahar or spring wool (next year) 
is expected to fetch 50 to 56 tomans (8I. 15s. 5d. to 91. 16s. 6d.). 
Last spring the rate was 42 tomans (7/. 7s. 4d.), and last autumn 
50 tomans (81. 15s. 5d.). 

The collection of Bahar wool commences in May, and the Piez in 
September. 

At the conclusion of his report, Mr. Greenhill notes that wool is 
usually delivered in the following proportions :— 

90 per cent. white with little of other colours. 

10 per cent. black and other colours. 


* Report dated 19th October, 1902. 
+ Meshed kharwar = 650 lbs. 


MEXICO. 


The report on Mexico for the year 1901, recently issued by the 

Foreign Office, states that according to the 

ee official returns for 3lst December, 1901, only 

try. 124 cotton mills, including stamping, weaving 

and spinning mills, were in operation in that country, as against 
134 on the same date in the previous year. 

The subjoined tabular statement shows the number of cotton 
factories in operation in Mexico, the consumption of raw material, 
the number of pieces of cloth, and the quantity of yarn produced 
in each year from 1898 to 1901 inclusive. 


— 1898. 1899, 1900. 1901. 
Factories in operation ... No, 112 118 134 124 
Consumption of raw 
material... ... — «..Kilos, | 25,946,459 | 27,050,516 | 30,582,607 | 28,766,664 
Pieces produced ...  ... No. | 9,875,764 | 10,782,349 | 11,802,986 | 11,056,073 
Yarn | 1,721,612 | 1,827,196 | 1,930,749 | 1,882,534 
Workmen ... 21,960 25,761 28,617 25,668 


As already mentioned, the above number of factories also 
includes those only employed in each of the separate branches of 
stamping, weaving and spinning, as the statistics are so drawn up 
that it is impossible to know how much raw material was used in 
each department, or even how many pieces of bleached or unbleached 
cloth passed through the printing presses only. Each of the 
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pieces as it comes out of the factory is calculated to contain about 
32 lineal yards. 

With regard to the import trade of Mexico in cotton goods, the 
report gives particulars of the divisions and sub-divisions into 
which these goods are divided for the purpose of fiscal regulations 
and for the calculation of the duties, and adds that great care and 
precision must be exercised by shippers in making up their 
declarations for Customs purposes, as by carelessness on their part 
the consignees are liable to be called upon to pay fines, or at least 
double duties for any infraction of the regulations. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,925.) 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 


from the inspectors and officers of Excise BS 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 17th January, were as 
follow :— 


Wheat ... ooo. 248. 11d. 
Barley ... 248. 1d. 
Oats =168. 10d. 


A statement is published on p. 183, showing the quantities of 

-_ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 

arte rode, imported into the United Kingdom during the 

tural Produce. 2k ended the 17th J anuary, as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1901. 


BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 


The “ East Africa and Uganda Mail,” in a recent issue, puts forward 
Facilities for ~various inducements for the cultivation of cotton 

= Geet in East Africa. Few countries, it is stated, 
Ootte wing: afford such facilities for cotton growing as 
British East Africa. In most of the cotton producing countries the 
land has to be cleared at great expense to the producer, whereas in 
East Africa far stretching plains of rich black soil exist without a 
shrub. The rainfall is good, and with the aid of artesian bores or 
windmills irrigation should not be difficult. It is pointed out that 
cotton does not require the skill and patience that is necessary for 
the successful production of tobacco, vanilla, cocoa, &c., &c. The 
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commonest coolie could plant cotton, and the natives would like 
such work. Besides the great demand for the raw material, the 
seeds as fodder for cattle are very valuable, as well as for their oil. 
A determined effort should be made to push this industry, and to 
make British East Africa famous as a cotton mart. ‘bere are 
hundreds of natives who might well be engaged _in such an industry. 


RUSSIA, 


The “ Messager ome ” publishes a report on the last harvest of 
. the principal cereals of Russia, based upon 
statements received by the Cent1al Committee 
‘of Statistics from correspondents in about 72 
provinces and territories of the Russian Empire. From this 
report it appears that the total area under grain in these districts 
amounted in 1902 to 79,509,346 dessiatines (214,675,234 acres), of 
which 32,200,000 dessiatines (86,940,000 acres) were under winter 
grain, and about 47,309,000 dessiatines (127,734,300 acres) under 
spring grain. The total yield was 4,115,385,400 pouds (poud — 
36 lbs. avoirdupois) of which about 43 per cent. was winter, and 
57 per cent. summer grain. In these figures, beans and lentils 
are not included. 
The yield was distributed as follows :-— 


— Winter Grain. Spring Grain, 
Pouds. Pouds, 
European Russia... 1,493,100,000 1,966,400,000 
Region of the Vistula 149,300,000 103,200,000 
Northern Caucasus... ban 101,700,000 125,500,000 
Siberia (four provinces) ... 23,500,000 100,600,000 
Regions of the Steppes 1,700,000 50,400,000 


In comparing these figures with those for the preceding year, 
the 1902 harvest is found to have exceeded that of 1901 by 
1,069,000,000 pouds, or about 35 per cent. A comparison with 
the average yield of the preceding quinquennial period, which is a 
better guide, shows an increase of 876,000,000 pouds, or 27 per 
cent. 

The various descriptions of grain yielded in 1902 were as 
follows :— 


Pouds, 
Oats... 824.100,000 | 
Barley ast 447,900,000 


Other cereals 398,800,000. . 


| 
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GERMANY. 


According to statistics published in the “ Reichsanzeiger,” the 

— of raw sugar produced in Germany 
Sugar Production. during the period from Ist August to 31st 

December last, being the first five months 
of the 1902-3 sugar campaign, was 1,393,976 metric tons as 
compared with 1,800,282 tons produced during the corresponding 
five months of the previous sugar campaign. The quantity of 
refined sugar produced increased from 589,933 metric tons during 
the period, August to December, 1901, to 625,687 metric tons 
during the period, August to December, 1902. The number of 
sugar factories engaged in working up raw beet in the German 
Customs Union in December, 1902, was 306, as compared with 
385 in December, 1901, whilst the quantity of raw beet used 
during the month amounted to 1,850,330 metric tons as compared 
with 3,842,587 metric tons. 


ARGENTINA. 


Referring to the notice on p. 153 respecting the development of 

the butter and creamery business in Argentina, 

Butter Exports. H.M. Consul at Buenos Ayres gives the 

following figures showing the export of butter 

from that country during quarterly periods of the year 1901 and 
1902, and during the whole of the former year :— 


1901. 1902. 

Tons. Tons. 

MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 15th January was 
Cotton Statistics. 77,739 and the number imported during the 
3 weeks ended the 15th January was 423,150. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 
15th January, 4,424 bales, and for the 3 weeks, 37,913. 
For further details see p. 182. 
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UNITED KINGDOM—ontinued. 


A report published in the ‘ Labour Gazette ” of the 15th January, 
State of the based on 2,305 returns, viz. 2 1,149 from 
Employers, 555 from Trade Unions, and 601 
December, 1902." from other sources, states that the general 
. * state of employment declined slightly during 
December. As compared with the preceding year, a decline is 
shown in the iron and steel, engineering, and shipbuilding indus- 
tries. On the other hand, mining shows no falling-off, and there 
is an improvement in the textile, clothing, and printing trades. 

A comparison of the returns for the end of December with those 
of the previous month is, to some extent, affected by Christmas and 
New Year holidays, and allowance must, therefore, be made for this 
disturbing influence when considering the figures given below. 

In the 224 trade unions, with an aggregate membership of 
552,415, making returns, 30,302 (or 5:5 per cent.) were reported 
as unemployed at the end of December, as compared with 4°8 per 
cent. in November, and 4°6 per cent. in the 216 unions, with a 


membership of 544,018, from which returns were received for - 


December, 1901. The mean percentage of unemployed returned 
at the end of December during the past decade was 5:3. 
* For principal contents of the “ Labour Gazette,” see p. 184. 


CAPE COLONY. 


The “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of 19th December 
Act to Restrict publishes the full text of the “ Act to place 

Teneslenads certain restrictions on immigration, and to 

mmigration. = provide for the removal from the Colony of 
prohibited immigrants,” which has been passed by the Cape 
Parliament and received the Royal assent. This Act was to be 
promulgated in the ‘‘ Gazette” of 30th January, after which date 
it will have full force and effect throughout the Cape Colony. 

The ‘“ Gazette” containing the Act may be consulted on appli- 
cation to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


TRANSVAAL. 


The Transvaal “ Government Gazette ” of 19th December, publishes 
: the text of an Ordinance (No. 45 of 1902) 

penne making provision to enable agriculturists and 
Cetinenee. other persons to become occupiers of land in 


the Transvaal. 
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TRANSVAAL —eontinued. 


The same issue of the “ Gazette” contains the text of Ordinance 
Aliens Ordinance, aliens residing in the colony. 

The “Gazette” containing these Ordinances 
may be seen by persons interested on application at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament 
Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
(Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


ORANGE RIVER COLONY. 


The “Government Gazette” of the Orange River Colony, dated 
" 12th December, 1902, contains the text of an 
Bills of Exchange, Ordinance (No. 28 of 1902) to consolidate, 
“ * amend, and declare the Law relating to bills of 
exchange, cheques, and promissory notes. 


The “Gazette” of the same date contains also the text of 


Stamp Duties on Ordinance No. 29 of 1902, to provide for stamp 
“ duties on leases. 


“ containing the above may 
be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 


the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


MEXICO. 


The following table, showing the value of the principal imports 
into Mexico in 1901, as compared with 1900, is 
Trade in 1901. taken from the recently issued report of Mr. 
Biorklund, clerk to H.M. Legation at Mexico :— 


Articles. 1900. | 1901. 
& 
Raw cotton... bak cok 341,130 197,174 
Coal and coke ... ane 533,695 669,945 
Cottons— 
Piece-goods oe 728,867 479,116 
At value ... 504,271 456,134 
Linens— 
At value ... ooo 50,125 41,193 
Woollens— 
At value ... 104,262 95,639 
Iron and steel ... 1,849,617 1,533,593 
Chemicals eee see 525,805 508,181 
Liquors ... eos wep 579,122 535,553 
Other articles ... 4,996,946 5,570,522 
Total ... one 13,094,480 12,457,157 
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The principal articles of export from Mexico during the years 


1900 and 1901 were as follows :— 


Articles. 1900. 1901. 
Gold 1,648,138 1,817,960 
; 7,869,308 5,898,838 
Fibres ... 2,619,881 2,438,979 
Coffee 1,049,972 679,503 
Hides and skins 418,993 567,884 
Cabinet woods .. 251,398 212,684 
Beans 166,810 151,435 
Dye-woods we 153,005 151,593 
Vanilla ... 62,565 57,426 
Chicle eae 41,063 116,049 
Other articles ... ma eas 338,326 390,330 
£| 16,881,543 14,911,525 


The total value of all articles imported into and exported from 
Mexico, from and to foreign countries, during the years 1900 and 


1901, was as shown in the following table :— 


Imports. Exports. 

From and To— j 

1900. 1901. 1900. 1901. ' 

£ £ 
Cnited Kingdom and id 

Colonies... 2,217,111 1,909,167 1,814,766 1,201,869 
United States... «s-| 6,767,042 6,941,929 12,872,176 12,015,707 
France... cas 1,383,869 1,231,762 506,446 193,850 
— ats 1,476,630 1,289,512 611,956 441,381 
Spain ... 596,196 524,738 105,510 89,469 
Other countries 658,632 560,049 970,689 969,249 
Total ... £| 13,094,480 12,457,157 16,881,543 14,911,525 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,925.) 


CHILE. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
Consul-General at Valparaiso, enclosing a 

a pepo report on the trade of Chile for the first six 
—_— 7 * months of 1902, based upon a recently published 


statement by the Administrator of the Chilean Customs. The 
B2 


i 

| 

| 


180 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. (Jan. 22, 1903. 


Miscellaneous. 


following extracts have been made from the report in question :— 
The imports during the first six months of 1902 amounted to 
63,158,537 dols., or 4,736,8901., equivalent of the dollar has been 
taken at 1s. 6d., which shows a falling-off of 2,608,044 -dols., or 
195,603/., as compared with the corresponding period of the year 
1901. 

But this loss is amply recouped by the exports, which amounted 
to 93,955,450 dols., or 7,046,658/., being an increase of 15,272,567 
dols., or 1,145,442/. The trade of the half-year, therefore, shows a 
total improvement as compared with 1901 of 12,664,523 dols., or 
949,8391. 

The imports are classified under the following main headings :— 


Dols. 
1. Animal materials... ... 9,866,904 
2. Vegetable ..- 7,091,288 
3. Mineral 9,629,974 
4. Textiles and their manufactures ve er 
5. Oils, colours, varnishes, &c. . a 7,799,810 
Paper, cardboard, and their manufactures... 2,178,161 
7. Beverages... 717,852 
8. Perfumery, pharmacy and chemical products 1,344,178 
9. Machinery, instruments, &c. ioe ... 8,614,976 
10. Arms, ammunition, and explosives... eg 248,422 
11. Various ... 2,460,388 


( Dols. 63,158,537 
4, 736,890 


The exports are classified as follows:—Mineral products 
70,037,876 dols., Animal products 4,064,679 dols., Vegetable 
products 5,643,381 dols., Coinage 14, 209, 514 dols. Total 
93,955,450 dols. (7, 046,658/.). 


Total 
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REPORTS OF BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 


Associated Chambers.—A meeting of the Executive Council of 
the Association of Chambers of Commerce of the United Kingdom 
was held on the 13th January, the Right Hon. Lord Avebury, 
F.R.S. (President), in the chair. 

A circular was read from the London Chamber of Commerce 
announcing that the Fifth Congress of Chambers of Commerce of 
the Empire will be held in Montreal in August next, and inviting 
the Association to nominate delegates to take part in the Congress. 

The subject of the constitution of Chambers of Commerce was 
brought forward for consideration, and communications were read 
from the Foreign Office in reply to inquiries respecting French and 
German Chambers of Commerce. The following resolution was 
adopted: “That a report as to the constitution and operation of 
Chambers of Commerce in France, Germany, and the United States 
be drawn up by the Secretary and submitted to the members of 
this council for their consideration before the next meeting.” 

Arrangements were made for the introduction into Parliament of 
the following Bills:—Canal Traffic: County Courts Jurisdiction : 
and Registration of Firms. 

Other subjects under discussion were Commercial Relations 
with Persia, the Punishment of Fraudulent Bankrupts, Proposed 
International Conference on Bills of Lading, &c. 


Newcastle and Gateshead—The monthly meeting of the 
Newcastle and Gateshead Chamber of Commerce was held 
recently, Mr. G. C. Hassel presiding. 

The secretary reported that more than 40 new members had 
joined the Chamber since the last meeting. He also stated that, asa 
result of the visit of the Surveyor-General of Customs, with regard 
to the issue of permits to coasting vessels, the Customs had issued 
a general order modifying the requirements of the regulations with 
regard to entries for coal shipped coastwise. 

A letter was read from the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce 
with reference to shipping freights to South Africa, and the 
secretary was instructed to attend the meeting of delegates of the 
various Chambers in Liverpool in reference to this matter. 


| 
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Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 3 Weeks ended 15th January, 1903. 


Week ended | Weeks | week ended | weeks 
sides 15th Jan ended || 15th Jan ended 
903, | 15th Jan., 19¢3 | 15th Jan., 
1903, | 19€3. 
IMPORTS. EXPoRTs. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American... ...| 51,363 345,30 1,419 17,711 
Brazilian ove = oe 5,853 12,012 500 2 605 
East Indian ... es ae 1,049 1,791 614 2,587 
Egyptian 19,473 61,847 1,874 14,781 
Misc ellancous 1 2,192 17 229 
77,739 423,150 4,424 37,913 
Corn Prices. 


Statement showirg the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 17th January, 1903, and 
vorresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 
Returns Act, 182. . 


Average Price. 


Wheat, Barley. Oats. 

Week ended 17th January, 1903... —....| 24 11 | 24 1 | 16 10 
Corresponding week in— 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that~where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperiui 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
17th January, 1903, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 
Week ended | Correspond- 
17th Jan., ing week 
1903. in 1902. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... aoe Number. 7,164 6,117 
Sbeep and lambs... 6,134 6,009 
Fresh meat :— 
Pork ” 20,553 23,140 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon ooo Cwts. 132,032 82,037 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... ” 14,511 8,996 
Meat,preserved otherwise thanbysalting is 12,881 17,435 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Cheese... oe ove 28,560 25,240 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums ... eee ” 917 645 
» cream see ese 97 110 
» condensed ... ove 26,261 15,010 
preserved, otherkinds ... «.. 55 39 
Grt. Hundr, 290,330 261,583 ~ 
Poultry and game ... wes Value £ 32,233 37,456 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) coo ate Cwts, 8,164 8,808 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— | 
Wheat eve Cwts, 1,139,393 1,265,000 
Wheat-meal and flour ... =... ose 827,201 601,100 
Maize orIndiancom 823,931 1,996,500 
Fruit, raw :— 
Bunches, 30,775 34,052 
Cherries... ove Cwts, - 
Grapes... ooo ove n 253 G4 
Lemors ... 12,704 10,000 
Oranges... eee 121,897 154,705 
Unenumerated ... 1,129 2,946 
Locust beans... ove eco 4, 29,280 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Potatoes ... ove Cwts, 66,537 79,852 
ta eee oe eee oe Cwts, 
by canning ... 4,830 2,722 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS, 
TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of December, 1902, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 94d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1901, in two Volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 7d. for the first, and 4s. 10d. 
for the second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1897-1901, and 
detailed statements of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country), and, in the second volume, details as to 
customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, and 
articles in bond, and particulars of the trade ot the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued on the 15th 
January :—State of the Labour Market in December; Wages 
and Disputes in 1902 ; Co-operative Distribution and Production 
in 1901; Notification of Accidents ; Labour Disputes in Germany 
in 1901; Legal Cases affecting Labour; Recent Conciliation and 
Arbitration Cases, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual and 
Miscelianeous Series issued since the last number of the ‘Board of 
Trade Journal.” 


ANNUAL. 
No. 2,925. Mexico, 1901. 

The effect of the fall in the Detailed particulars of the 
price of silver on five years of _ principal imports, together with 
Mexican trade. information as to the tariff 

Import trade by countries. classification of cotton and 

State of the cotton manu- linen goods. 


facturing industry. 
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Hints as to the opening for, 
and means of extending, British 
trade. 

Detailed particulars of the 
chief exports, showing values, 
to the principal countries. 

Railway extensions. 

Statistics of overland trade. 


Means of maritime communi- 
cation with Mexico: Opening 
for direct s.s. service between 
British and Mexican ports. 

Shipping statistics. 

Returns of imports and 
exports of principal articles in 
1900 and 1901. 


No. 2,926. Eastern Coast of the Red Sea, 1899-1901. 


Economic conditions at 
Jeddah, imports increasing but 
exports decreasing. 

Particulars of principal 
articles imported into Jeddsh 
and Hodeida: Trade mostly in 
the hands of British Indian 
merchants. 

Pearl shell fishing industry. 


Returns of shipping, imports 
and exports at Jeddah during 
each of the years 1899-1901. 

Returns of imports and 
exports in the Yemen in 1901. 

Lack of a public pier at 
Hodeida, a great disadvantage 
to British trade. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
No. 587. Coal Industry of the United States in 1901. 


This report by the British Commercial Agent in the United 
States gives particulars of the quantity and value of coal produced 
in each State, the quantity, value and price per ton of the exports 
of coal to various countries, distinguishing anthracite and bitu- 
minous, together with tables showing the average prices per ton. 
Some particulars are given of the conditions of employment, 
number of fatal accidents, &c. The report also contains detailed 
information regarding the coal industry of each State, together 
with a short account of the coke industry of the country. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
A report from the following British Colony has been issued 
since the last number of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,” viz. :— 
No. 378. British Guiana. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
Colonial Import Duties. 1902. [Cd. 1,856.] Price 1s. 11d. 


This return, which is prepared annually in the Commercial 
Labour and Statistical Department of the Board of Trade, contains 
particulars of the rates of import duty levied on various classes of 
goods imported into the Colonial and other possessions of the 
United Kingdom, The present return includes, amongst other infor- 
mation, a statement of the rates levied under the new Australian 
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Commonwealth Tariff, classified under the different headings, and 
in an Appendix a statement of the rates of duty levied in the 
Transvaal. In the present issue an Appendix giving information 
as to the regulations affecting dutiable goods transmitted by Parcels 
Post from the United Kingdom to the British Colonies and 
Possessions appears for the first time. 


Gas Undertakings. Return relating to all authorised Gas Under- 
takings in the United Kingdom, other than those of Local Authorities, 
for the year ended 31st December, 1901. 330. Price 9d. 


This is an annual return issued by the Board of Trade containing 
statistics as to the operation of the various gas companies in the 
United Kingdom. The present return deals with 454 authorised 
undertakings with a total authorised share capital of 86,864,000/., 
and supplying 2,048,000 consumers. During the year ended 31st 
December, 1901, the receipts of these companies amounted to 
17,955,0001., and their expenditure to 14,538,0001.; 8,580,000 
tons of coal were carbonised during the year, and 97,386,619,000 
cubic feet of gas made. 


Gas Undertakings. (Loca? Authorities.) Returns relating to all 
authorised Gas Undertakings in the United Kingdom belonging to 
Local Authorities for the year ended 25th March, 1902. 331. 
Price, 54d. 

This return shows that, during the year ended 25th March, 1902, 
251 local authorities were engaged in the manufacture of gas for 
lighting purposes, &c. The quantity of gas made in 1901-02 was 
59,300,273,000 cubic feet, coal to the extent of 5,522,000 tons 
being used. The number of consumers supplied with gas was 
1,872,633, and, in addition, 287,887 public lamps were lighted by 
gas manufactured by local authorities. 
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LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
lst January, 1902, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


No. Place. Price|| No. | Place. Price 
EVUKUPE— 2758 | German Colonial Kstimates; 
Austria-H : for 1902... 14d. 
2852 | Austria-Hungary ..1901| 1}d.|| 2790 | German Colonies ...1900-01| 2d. 
2357 | Bohemia one » | 54d.|| 2819 | German East Africa...1901; 14d. 
2917 | Bosniaand Herzegovina | 1d. || 2345 | Germany 
2895 | Fiume ... ie eee 9, | 1d. || 2821 | Hamburg 5d. 
2762 | Trieste . ae eos yy | 13d.|| 2748 | Estimates of German "Em. 
pire for 1902... ld. 
Belgium: 2774 | Pomerania 34d. 
2901 | Belgium Citaennte and 2751 | Prussian csegean for 
Trade) 2d, 1902-03... 1d. 
2745 | Samoa ... ..1901 3d, 
Bulgaria: 2923 | Wiirtemberg, 1901 and _ 
2827 | Bulgaria 001901) 23d. of 1902) 13d. 
572 | Iligher, Middle and Lower 
enmark : Schools of Wiirtemberg ...| 3d. 
2739 Denmark (Supplement) 1900 1d. || 573 | Supplementary report on 
2829 *e 3d. Chemical Instruction and 
Chemical Industries in 
France and Colonies: Germany .. 
2881 | Algeria... 1900 & 1901| 2d. || 574 | Prussian Railways 3d. 
2817 | Bordeaux oe 1901) 4@. || 575 | German Iron trade in 1900 
2805 | Brest ... yy] and 1901 ... 3d. 
768 | Calais ... ae coe yp | 23d. 
2784 | Corsica ... yy | Id. || 2788 | Cyclades 1d. 
2808 | 1d. || 2800 | Ionian Islands... 
2737 | France .. 1900} 3d. || 2760 | Morea ... 4 
2913 .-1901| 13d.|| 2775 | Piraeus gy | 
2876 | French Guinea, 1899 & 1900| 10. || 2764 Thessaly ota 1d. 
2834 | French Indo-China .,.1901) 1d. || 576 Mineral Resources of Greece 104d, 
2754 | Havre ... sks » | 8d. 
2855 | Marseilles | Italy: 
2765 | Nantes . ese 99 | 1d. |] 2910 | Ancona... ive 3d. 
2786 | Nice... coe | Id. || 2801 | Elba... 1900-01 1d. 
2891 | New Caledonia | 1d. || 2820 | Genoa ... 23d. 
2823 Kari- 2865 | Lecce Province 
ees | Id. || 2809 | Leghorn 
2815 yy | 1d. || 2773 | Lombardy 
2866 | Senegal... eve | Id. || 2744 | ( Naples 
2377 | Society Islands ld, | 2364 | South Italy ‘Gupple- 
582 | Chemical and Metal Indus- mentary) . oes gg | 
tries of the District of 2896 | Rome and District... » | 2d, 
Lyons ose Id || 2838 | Sardinia 
2387 | Sicily ... 
German Empire and Colonies: 
2816 | Baden ... ese +1901) 1d. Netherlands and Colonies: 
2783 | Bavaria... yy | 13d. 2761 | Amsterdam... +1901) 1d. 
2769 | Chemnitz Ses we 9 | 4d. || 2883 | Dutch Guiana... ws HL 
2851 | Frankfort-on-Main ... ,, | 4d. || 2882 cameetnedmens 
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\| 
Norway : 2832 | Damascus 1901} 2d. 
2873 | Norway ees 901} 2792 | Erzeroum » | 134. 
2926 | Jeddah and "Hodeida 
Portugal and Colonies: 1899-1901} 2d. 
2799 | Beira ... ...1901| 14d.|) 2822 | Palestine 1d. 
2861 | Chinde ... yy | 2854 | Smyrna... 
2794 |Goa .. wee yy | 34 || 2766 | Trebizond 
2811 Marques .-1900} 1d. || 578 | Trade and Economic State 
2890 Sd. of Vilayet of Tripoli 
2846 4 during the past 40 years...| 1d. 
2746 | Portugal .--1900| 14d. 
2919 901 13d. 
2880 Quilimane » | AFRICA— 
2922 | St. Thomé and Principe », | 1bd.|| 577 | Agricultural Prospects of 
2812 | Tete... | the Plateaux of the Uganda 
Railway ... 1d. 
Roumania: 2872 | British Central Africa Pro- 
2874 | Roumania ...1900 and 1901| 134. tectorate . ..1901-02} 23a. 
2791 | Dar-al Baida (Morocco) 1901 2d, 
Russia 2903 | East Africa Protectorate, 
2782 | Batoum... ..1901| 2d. 1901-02} 1d. 
2897 | Finland 1d. || 2818 | Independent State of the 
2743 | Odessa (Supplement). *"1900 1d. Congo ae .--1901} 1d. 
2750 (Agriculture).. .1901 13d. 2875 | Liberia... eo ere 3d. 
2904 » | 24d.|| 2867 | Port Said and Suez 
2810 | Poland and Lithuania » | 24d. (Egypt)... ws 9, | 1d. 
2911 | Riga gy | 2742 | Somali Coast Protectorate, 
2860 | St. | Bad 1900-01] 2d. 
2842 | Taganrog » | 24¢.)| 2787 | Tangier (Morocco) wees 2d. 
2916 | Trans-Caucasus (Agri- 2915 | Tunis 
culture) ...1902) 1d. 2893 | Zanzibar ld. 
585 | Trade of Siberia... ..| 24. [For German, French, and 
| Portuguese Colonies in 
: Africa, see under Ger- 
2757 | Servia 1900, 1901] 1d. |; France, and Portu- 
gal. 
2856 | Barcelona ...1901; 3d. AMERICA, NORTH— 
2924 | Bilbao ... one gy 1 United States of America: 
2780 | Cadiz ... | 2d. || 2755 | Baltimore 23d. 
2830 | Canary Islands wee 5, | 19a.) 2759 | Charleston ... ase 5, | 240. 
2771 | Corunna | 2763 | Chicago 
2824 | Malaga... 8d. || 2909 | Cuba ... 
579 | Mining Industry in “Spain 2837 | Hawaii... | 
during the year 1901 2d. | 2752 | New Orleans 
2781 | New York 3a. 
Sweden: 2858 | Oregon, Washington, 
2879 | Gothenburg ... +1901; 23d. and Idaho States ... ,, | 3d. 
2778 | Stockholm... eee | 23d.) 2798 | Philadelphia ... 
2889 | Philippine Islands ... ,, | 14d. 
Switzerland : 2749 | Portland (Maine) ... ,, | 2d. 
2918 | Switzerland 1901} 13d.) 2826 | Porto Rico... 
2825 | San Francisco... 
Turkey: 2770 | Texas... 
2785 | Aleppo and Adana_...1901; 2d. | 2894 | United ‘States 14d. 
2884 | Baghdad one ees yy | 1d. |} 580 | Coal Industry of the "Con- 
2836 | Beirut ... ove sular District of Chicago.| 1d. 
2831 | Bengazi... e 1900-01 13d.) 587 | Coal Industry of the — 
2835 | Bussorah 3d. |) States, 1901 


4 

| 
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581 | Cattle and Meat Trade of | ASIA— 
the United States... ...| 2d. : 
583 | Iron Ore Industry of the 2777 | Amoy ace) eee oe 901) 1d, 
United States... 1d. || 2862 | Canton... .. ... | 
584 | Agriculture of the ‘State of 2912 | China ... ove ooo yy | 8G. 
Maine 1d, || 2797 | Chin-kiang... 
585 | Report on St. Joscph, Mis- 2738 | Foochow 900} 1d. 
sourt poe 4d. || 2850 | Foochow 1901) 1d. 
2795 | Hankow cep: 
Mexico: 2906 | Ichang ... 
2925 | Mexico... ...1901) 2871 | Kiukiang 
2853 | Vera Cruz eee | 14@.|| 2905 | Kiungchow _ ... om 
2907 | Nanking 1899, 1900, and 
AMERICA, CENTRAL— 1901] 1d. 
2776 | Costa Rica... ...1901} 1d. || 2828 | Newchwang 
2868 | Guatemala 1900 and 2804 | Ningpo... 
2756 | Honduras 1899-1900 and 2779 | Samshui 1d. 
1900-01) 3d. || 2741 | Ssumao and Mengtse.. 71900 ld. 
2839 | Swatow... ace 1901) 1d. 
AMERICA, SOUTH— 2870 | Wenchow 
Argentine Republic: 2840 | Wuchow 
2767 | Buenos Ayres ... 2d, || 2802 
2793 | Rosario... | 
Brazil: Japan: 
2888 | Bahia and Sergipe ...1901| 1d. || 2789 | Japan ... one 2d. 
2844 | Para... ese | || 2900 | Hakodate 
2814 | Pernambuco ... ote. | cen ‘ap. 
2859 | Porto Alegre ... ... | 14d.|| 2899 | Nagasaki | | 
2740 | Sergipe... see eee 900} 1d, || 2869 | North Formosa » | 1d. i 
2878 | Shimonoseki and Moji.. ae 
Chile: 2796 | South Formosa... 1900-01} 2d, 
2885 | Chile ... 901} 24d.|| 2908 »  (Supple- 
2920; ,, (Supplementary).. 1}d. mentary) coo L901] 1d. 
2753 |Coquimbo  ... "..1900| 1d, || 2841 | Yokohama... 
Colombia: Republic of. . 
2747 | Colombia (excepting Korea: 
Panama) ...1901) 2849 | Korea ... +1901) 34d, 
| 
Paraguay | Persia: 
2886 | Paraguay ...1901) 3d. || 2921 | Khorassan and Sistan 
| 1901-2| 24d. 
Peru: 2803 | Persian Gulf “se 24d, 
2807 | Peru... ane +1901} 23d. 
Siam: 
Uruguay: 2898 | Bangkok +1901} 13d, 
2847 | Uruguay ai +1901; 13d. [Hor Dutch, French, and 
Portuguese Colonies in 
Tasman: Asia, see under Nether- 
2833 | Caracas... ee1901) 1d. lands, France, and Portu- 
2772 | Ciudad Bolivar. gal.] 
[For Dutch and French 
Coloniesin South America, | 
see under Netherlands and | PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
France. | 2848 | Friendly Islands +1901) 14, 


i} 
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Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 
1902, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. 


Price. 


13 


10 
12 


11 


14 


17 


16 


15 


EUROPE— 
Austria-Hungary : 
. Declaration amending Article XI. of the Treaty between 
the United Kingdom and Austria-Hungary of 3rd Decem- 
ber, 1873, for the mutual — of fugitive criminals... 


Belgium 
Treaty between the United Tinian and Belgium for 
the mutual surrender of fugitive criminals.. 
Agreement relative to the exchange of Money Orders between 
the United Kingdom and Belgium ... ee 


France: 
Agreement additional to the Postal Convention between the 
United Kingdom and France of 30th August, 1890 ose 
Agreement between the United Kingdom and France respect- 
ing commercial relations between France and Zanzibar ... 
Convention regulating the em Service between Great 
Britain and France... 


: 
Agreement between the United Kingdom and Germany 
relative to the boundary of the British and German 
spheres of interest between Lakes Nyasa and Tanganyika.. 


AMERICA, NORTH— 
United States : 


Treaty between the United Kingdom and the United States 
relative to the establishment cf a communication by Ship 
Canal between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans ... 

Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States extending the period for accession of British Colonies 
and Possessions to the Convention of 2nd March, 1899, 
relative to the Disposal of Real and Personal Property ... 

Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States respecting Import duties in Zanzibar ove 


AMERICA, SOUTH— 


Brazil : 
Treaty between the United Kingdom and Brazil relative to 
the boundary between Brazil and British Guiana... eee 


ASIA— 


China : 
Final protocol between the Foreign Powers and China for 
the resumption of ae Relations oe ove 


Agreement between the united ed Kingdom and Japan relative 


Persia: 
Convention between the United Kingdom and Persia extend- 
ing the system of telegraphic communication between 
Europe and India through Persia... 


AFRICA— 


Abyssinia. 

Treaties between the United Kingdom and Ethiopia, and 
between the United Kingdom, Italy and Ethiopia, relative 
to the frontiers between on Soudan. Ethiopia and er 
(with Map) ose oe 


Additional Act modifying the Industrial Property Conven- 
me of 20th March, 1883, signed at Brussels, _ ese 


General Index to the Treaty Series, 1897-1901. aoe eos 


1d, 


234. 


id, 


1d. 


| | 
| 
| 4d. 
| 
14d. 
4d. } 
1 
| hd. 
id. 
| 8 
| 634. 
6 
d, 
hd. 
1d. 
| 
| 
= 
= 
ld. 
2 8d. 
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COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1902, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & rian 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 
No, Place. Price. 
846 Northern Nigeria ove | 1s. 104, 
347 British Solomon Islands 
350 St. Vincent eee eee eee eee eee eee 2d. 
352 Cocos Islands .. oes | 
Cyprus wes ove aay | 3d. 
356 Falkland Islands ren cas ooo | 
357 Northern Territories of ‘the Gold Coast 
358 Malta coe. | 230. 
359 | Gibraltar .. we Lid. 
360 Straits Settlements ave 2d. 
361 Sierra Leone ... one 
362 British Honduras 2d. 
363 Turks and Caicos Islands 2d. 
365 Bahamas waa eco we 
366 | Fiji ... we | lid. 
4 369 | Hong Kong ... 
371 St. Helena... ld. 
377 Northern Nigeria ove 
378 British Guiana | 24d. 
Miscellaneous : 
20 Wei-Hai-Wei ... 4d. 
21 Dominica, report on the Caribs of | 


\ 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade was established in 1899, in consequence of a report by a Departmental 
Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand for prompt - 
and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as it can be met by 
Government action. It is intended to be a centre at which information on all 
subjects of commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form 
convenient for reference. In addition, it is the duty of the Branch, as far as 
circumstances permit, to afford information in reply to all enquiries on 
commercial matters which may be addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, London, 
S.W., and (subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, 
and Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the direction of 
Mr. T. Worthington. The “ Intelligence Branch” endeavours, on application 
being made to it either personally or by letter, to supply information with 
regard to the following subjects, viz.:—Commercial Statistics: Matters 
relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs: Excise and “ Consumption ” Duties: 
Port, Harbour, and Tonnage Dues, and other Charges on Shipping : Customs 
Regulations: Consular Fees: Forms of Certificates of Origin: Regulations 
concerning Commercial Travellers: Trading Licences: Foreign and Colonial 
Contracts open to Tender: Foreign and Colonial Bounties: Lists of Firms 
abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., dc. 

In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board of 
Trade from the beginning of the present year, the work formerly carried on 
by the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute is now 
conducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 
The question of transferring the headquarters of this Branch from Westminster 
to the City is receiving the attention of the Board of Trade, and meanwhile 
verbal enquiries may be addressed to the Branch through the Temporary 
Enquiry Office which has beén opened in the City Branch of the Imperial 
Institute at 49, Eastcheap, E.C. 

The Commercial Intelligence Branch is also in communication with the 
Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham 
Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director by the Board of Trade. Among 
the branches of work in charge of Professor Dunstan are the scientific 
investigation of the economic products of the British Empire with a view to 
their commercial utilisation, and the superintendence of the arrangement and 
classification of the Collections of these products which are exhibited at the 
Institute. From time to time samples and specimens of raw and manufactured 
products will be shown in the sample room at the City Branch. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch and intended 
for general information is conveyed to the public. The “Journal” is now 
issued weekly at the price of 1d. In future periodical supplements to the 
“ Board of Trade Journal ” will be issued, containing information and reports 
bearing on the work carried out in the Imperial Institute at South Kensington. 


CoMMERCTAL DEPARTMENT, BOARD OF TRADE. 
January, 1903. 
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